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tributary after tributary adding to its force, 
until it becomes a mighty river. In like 
manner the Christ is the main channel, its 
auxiliaries the tributaries, until it becomes a 

mighty power for good. "I am the vine, ye 
are the branches. He that abideth in me 
and I in him, the same beareth much fruit; 
for without me ye can do nothing." The 
church is the main vine sending forth 

branches to bear fruit. The true vine is the 
life in the whole, it is not separate ; it flows 

thro the roots, stem, branches and leaves. 
Whenever the true* life of Christ is formed 

in man then is there a reflection of the same. 
Our life is not outward show, but is the true 
life within, and the light will truly burn. 
Does not the perfect cluster of grapes show 

the condition of the vine from root to leaf ? 
The cup cannot overflow until it is per- 

fectly full. We cannot give that which we 
do not possess. If we would succeed as 
Christian Endeavor workers we must be 

more practical. When in labor see that the 
time has been well spent, that the articles 

made are useful. Too often I fear they 
would be more suitable to come from hands 
of children, rather than from mature minds. 
The persons wanted to occupy positions of 

responsibility are those most practical. The 
home is in need of more practical as well as 
Christian mothers, for the world is tired of 
trifling with frivolous ideas. 

When in business, note the steps taken to 
improve the society in expenditure and prof- 
it. Paul says, "Be not slothful in business." 
When in devotional service are we ready to 

give God all the honor for all blessings re- 
ceived and praise His holy name ? "For 
without me ye can do nothing." Have we 
the cause at heart ? And are we doing al- 
ways those things which please Him ? Are 

we thinking seriously of the work before us ? 
Thinking of that which is best to advance 
the cause, whether in local, state or national 

organizations ? Let us prepare ourselves fcr 
it, not let it come to us in a flash, then the 
next moment all will be gone. When the 
constitution is presented for state work see 

that all in perfect harmony with the national 
and, too, let it be practical. Can we not 
say as does the Sunday-school ? All the 
church and the Sisters' society of Christian 
Endeavor and every society organized under 

the National constitution. When the church 
realizes its need of an S. S. C. E. society 
and its members become educated to the 
fact thro perfect consecration, then will 
there not be wanting in any Brethren church 
its full force of auxilaries. Then will every 

county have an organization, likewise state 
or district, and all be in perfect harmony 
with the National, otherwise there will not 

be success.  "For in union there is strength" 
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A little brook danced in the bright sunlight, 
Happy and bright it rippled along 

Sharing its life with nature and men 
It imparted to them its jubilant song. 

And what was the song the little brook taught 
In every spot as it rippled along ? 

"More blessed it is to give than receive 
Won't you believe and join in ray song ?" 

A little bird sang in a door-yard tree 
Happy and free it sang of its joy 

And everyone hearing were blessed by the song 
And passed it along to other's employ. 

And what was the lesson men learned of the song 
And passed it along to you and to me ? 

1 'More blessed it is to give than receive 
Wont you believe and try it and see ?" 

A little flower bloomed in a roadside nook 
And told by its look of the joy in his heart. 

And all who could see it were blessed by the sight 
And shared the delight the flower did impart. 

And what was the lesson men learned of the flower 
Hour after hour as they passed in a throng ? 

"More blessed it is to give than receive 
Wont you believe and pass it along ?" 

Brooklet and birdie and flower 
Thine is a message of power ; 

Of thee will I learn. 
Thy message of love shall be mine 
My blessings are greater than thine, 

I'll share them in turn. 

Fenelon says: "Should we feel at times 
disheartened and discouraged, a confiding 

thought, a simple movement of heart towards 
God, will renew our powers. Whatever he 
may demand of us, he will give us at the 
moment the strength and the courage that 
we need." 

THE ANGEL PRESENCE FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Ex. 23 : 20-25 

Topic for Jan. 1, iSgg. 

This time the new year begins with Sunday and a 
no more appropriate study could be made than that 
of the "Angel Presence" which may be ours during 
the year before us. We know not what experience 
may be in store, what joys or what sorrows, what 
duty or destiny, but we know that God lives and has 
promised that all things work together for good to 
them that love him.    (Rom. 8:28.) 

We may, therefore in whatever experience that 
comes rest assured that if we are doing our part all is 
well. 

The providence of God does not exclude in his peo- 
ple the possibility of sinning nor does it make them 
invulnerable to natural evils nor does it guarantee to 
them a life of ease and unalloyed bliss. We find his 
most faithful prophets stoned and exiled, his boldest 
disciples scourged and imprisoned, his only son 
mocked and crucified, yet all of these in the midst of 
their toil and suffering kept the peace of God in their 
heart like the sunny work in the mountain side which 
shelters the tender, sweet flowers. 

The angels are often mentioned in the scriptures 
as the messengers of God both for good or evil. It 
would be profitless to seek to settle the question of 
their nation or how many of tbem can stand on the 
point of a needle, as men have done in the past. It is 
enough to know that they are real beings and are for 
our help. Jesus could have summoned twelve le- 
gions of them but did not for it was necessary that he 
drank the cup. He might have dashed himself down 
and they would have borne him np but that would 
have been tempting God. We must not expect God 
to do signs and wonders in answer to all our prayers 
but live rather with the one thought of doing the will 
of the Father and he will send his angels to deliver 
us when it is best. 

BIBLE  HELP 

i   The Angel guides Israel,    Num.  20; 16; Isa. 
63 :9, 10. 

2 A good promise, Ps. 34 : 7. 
3 God's chariots, Ps. 68 : 17 : II Kings 6 :17, 
4 Another good promise, Ps. 91 :11, 12. 

5 Daniel delivered, Dan. 3 : 28 ; and 6 : 22. 
6 The women comforted, Matt. 28 : 5 
7 The shepherds encouraged, Luke 2 :10-13. 
8 Peter delivered, Acts 12 :8-i2. 
9 The apostles helped, Acts 5 : 19, 20. 

10 Philip guided, Acts 8 : 26. 
11 Paul comforted. Acts 27 : 23, 24. 
12 Lot aided, Gen. 19 : 15, 16. 
13 Jesus strengthened, Luke 22   43. 
14 God's reapers, Matt. 13 : 39, 49. 
15 Imitated by satan, II Cor. 11 : 14. 
16 Especial angels for children, Mt. 18 : 10. 
17 Sometimes entertained unawares, Heb. 13 .2. 

QUESTIONS 

(These references given with the questions are for 
private study. If used in answering the questions 
they should be explained.) 

1 Who are the angels? II Pet. 2:4; Mk. 12: 
25 ; Heb. 1 :4-7, 14, and 12 :19. 

2 Mention some cases in which the angel pres- 
ence brought judgment. I Chron. 21 : 15 ; II Kings 
*9 ; 35- 36 '• Acts 2 : 23. 

3 Why do we not have God's help in all we do ? 
Matt. 4 .7. 

4 What spiritual opposers do we have ? I Tim. 
4:1; Eph. 6 : 12 ; I John 4 : 1. 

5 Why do we need the angel presence ? 
6 What must we do if we would have divine help? 
7 Who is our special helper and what does be do 

for us ?    John 14 : 25, 26. 
C. F. YODER. 

THE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS 

J.   R.  MILLER 

What is the message of Christmas to 

young people ? It certainly is more than a 
call to festivity. There is danger that we 
lose the heart out of Christmas in the habit 

of gladness which marks the season. Christ- 
mas is a memorial of Christ, and if we do 

not come in some unusual way under the in- 
fluence of Jesus at the Christmas tide, we 
have altogether missed the true meaning of 

the day. 

If we were to gather all the thought of 

Christmas into one phrase, it could be well 
expressed in the words, serving in love. It 

was love that brought the Son of God to 
earth, and love always serves. The most 

stupendous service ever rendered in this 
world was in the incarnation. Christmas is 

a memorial of divine love. 

We best keep Christmas, therefore, when 
we think of God and his unspeakable gift, 

and have in us the mind that was in Christ 
Jesus when he entered human flesh to save 

lost men. The message of the day is a call 
to service. While we remember and adore 
Christ, we are in our own way to be Christ 

to others—to every life that our life touches. 

There seems to be a spirit of divine kind- 
ness in the very air about the Christmas 

time. For weeks before, everyone is think- 
ing of and planning for others. Countless 
fingers, made more deft by love, are busy in 
secret, making little surprises for Christmas 
morning. Every home has its mysteries, for 

few are the children, even among the very 
poor, for whom there is no thought at the 
Christmas days. Parcels are brought in and 

hidden away out of sight. The stores are 
full of buyers of all imaginable kinds of gifts. 
Every person we meet is carrying an armful 
of bundles, not trusting their delivery to any- 
one,   lest   the   secret wrapped   up   in  them 


